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The location for a new build arena ideally 
would be on a level, exceptionally well- 
draining area in a beautiful location, 
however, we don’t all have that option. 
Ensure you work with an experienced 
arena contractor to guide you through the 
process and avoid any pit-falls, they will 
advise you on the most suitable location. 
You will have to contact your local council 
and obtain planning permission.

1 Arena Location

There are a number of surface options 
available on today’s market suited to 
different usage requirements, disciplines 
and budgets. It is recommended to allow 
for regional variations and advisable 
to check out local arenas. Reputable 
arena surface companies will be able 
to recommend their surfaces local to 
you and arrange a site visit. They will 
also be able to recommend the best 
surface options for you, provide samples, 
information and quotes.

2 Surface Options
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Access is very important. The majority of 
loads are delivered by Artic or 8 Wheeler, 
the Artic being the larger and more cost 
effective. It is advisable to check and 
measure all access and turning points to 
be sure you can accommodate the size 
of delivery vehicle and avoid unnecessary 
charges. Your materials provider and 
contractor will be able to assist you with 
this.

3 Delivery and Access

We all like to save money but in a project 
such as building a riding arena we must 
be realistic from the start and budget 
accordingly. It is essential to get it right 
from construction to laying your chosen 
surface as trying to fix a bad job can be 
very costly and uneconomical in the long 
run – not to mention the possibility of 
causing injury to your horse. It is worth 
doing your research, all good companies 
will be happy to advise and give you a 
number of options to suit.

4 Look at Your Budget
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A well-established arena company will 
have access to a number of arenas 
nationwide to be able to offer you the 
opportunity to visit these sites and see 
how the arena performs. It is always 
beneficial to include a site visit in 
your research prior to buying. Some 
companies have their own research 
facilities which you and your horse can 
visit, try a number of surfaces and meet 
with your advisor face to face to discuss 
your options.

5 Try Before You Buy

The construction of your arena is vital to the 
longevity. Getting advice from experienced arena 
manufacturers and suppliers at this stage could 
save you time and money in the future.

6 Get the Base Right

The quality of sand varies considerably and the 
different grades and grain particle size do affect the 
performance of any arena. Equestrian grade Silica 
Sand is essential for new builds, aiding drainage 
and firmness.

7 Use Equestrian Grade Silica Sand
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8 Maintenance

All surfaces require ongoing maintenance 
to keep them in top condition and 
levelled. Different surfaces have varying 
maintenance needs which you should 
consider when deciding which surface 
is best for you. Your surface provider 
will be able to advise you on what 
equipment you will need and the level 
of maintenance your chosen surface 
requires.

Ensure you use a company with a 
proven track record. It is vitally important 
to get the basics right to ensure the 
success of your riding arena for many 
years to come. Check out previous 
customer testimonials and obtain written 
quotations. You want to use a company 
that will see you throughout the process 
and be available in the future to assist 
with any further requirements.

9 Buy From a Reputable Company
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Equestrian Direct Ltd has been established 
over 25 years. Since the growth of the 
equestrian all-weather surface industry 
in the early 1990’s, we have been at the 
forefront of new and cost effective, quality 
arenas and gallops.
 
Our sales team have been with us 
for a combined value of 40 years so 
you can be assured of experienced, 
knowledgeable advice and we are there 
with you every step of the way. Our 
approved contractors are available for 
site visits and on hand help.
 
The equestrian surfaces we provide 
suit a variety of weather conditions, 
disciplines and budgets, and with our ‘try 
before you buy’ scheme, you can test 
out a variety of arena surfaces before 
you commit to buying. This means 
you’ll always be 100% happy with your 
decision, especially as we know how 
important it is when it comes to choosing 
an equestrian surface. Through rigorous 
assessment and evaluation, products of 
only the highest quality and exceptional 
performance enter our equestrian surface 

product range. We are continually developing our range of equestrian products, to 
suit every requirement and budget. We operate from our equestrian research and 
development centre in the Midlands with a national and International client base.  
 
For more information please contact us via www.equestriandirectltd.co.uk or 
call us on 01564 794020.

10 Equestrian Direct Ltd.


